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Shor twave radio is considered to be 
outdated by some, and many say i t is 'dying 
out', because due to the Internet, there has 
not been as great of a use for  i t. However , 
there are sti l l  several interesting shor twave 
stations which are wor th l istening to, i f  one 
takes the time to f ind 
them.

Before beginning 
to l isten to shor twave 
radio, i t is useful to know  
some basic information 
about i t, such as how  i t 
works and the best ways 
to f ind stations. I t is 
impor tant to learn about 
shor twave propagation, 
or  how  shor twave radio 
is tr ansmitted and 
received, to be able to 
l isten to i t. Unlike AM or  FM radio, 
shor twave works by tr ansmitting 
r adio waves which r ef lect off  of 
Ear th's atmosphere, in a process know n as 
ionospher ic r ef lection. This al lows for  the 
r adio waves to be tr ansmitted for  thousands 
of mi les, and even to other  continents. 

However , this only works at night, 
because the sun's r adiation ionizes the 
atmosphere, causing the r adio waves to be 
absorbed, r ather  than ref lected. Due to this, 
in Nor th Amer ica, i t is better  to l isten to 
European stations at night and Asian stations 
in the ear ly morning. 

I t is also ver y useful to know  the 
terminology associated w ith shor twave radio, 
as well  as which fr equencies stations can be 
found on. Shor twave is also r efer red to as 
high fr equency, abbreviated HF, and 
shor twave w i l l  also be abbreviated as SW. All  
fr equencies on the shor twave radio band w i l l  
be in ki loher tz (kHz), unl ike FM, which is in 

megaher tz (MHz). The total shor twave band, 
or  section of the r adio spectr um, r anges from 
about 2,300 kHz to about 25,000 kHz.  

The fr equencies for  shor twave stations 
often var y due to atmospher ic and weather  
conditions, and some stations even have 
separate fr equencies for  night and day, as 

well  as the seasons. One 
can easi ly f ind these 
stations on cer tain 
websites, such as 
shor t-wave.info, and 
shor twaveschedule.com. 
The times for  these 
schedules are often l isted 
in Univer sal Time (UTC), 
and i t w i l l  be useful to 
learn this in compar ison 
to the Eastern Time Zone 
(EST). I t w i l l  also be 
useful to learn mi l i tar y 
(also know n as 24-hour ) 

time, since i t is most commonly 
used in shor twave schedules. 

When searching on these 
websites, one w i l l  f ind there are several 
languages di f ferent stations broadcast in. I f  
one would prefer  to hear  only broadcasts in 
English, then usually they can select to search 
for  broadcasts in a speci f ic language. Keep in 
mind, however , that i t may be unlikely for  
the broadcast to be r eceived on your  r adio, 
even at night, especial ly i f  the tr ansmitting 
location is located in dayl ight.

There are many str ange and intr iguing 
things which can be found on shor twave 
radio, from distor ted voices from Ham radio 
communications to the myster ious 'number  
stations' used to give messages to spies. 
Hopeful ly you w i l l  be successful in f inding 
and l istening to these tr ansmissions.

An example of a modern 
shor twave radio, tuned to the 

eer ie fr equency of 7075 
ki loher tz.


